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Officer Amber Ulanowski began her career with the Division 

of Probation and Parole in 2011.  Officer Ulanowski’s      

willingness and dedication in assisting offenders and             

co-workers in a quick and timely manner has made her a very 

important part of the District 17 team.  Even though she has 

been with Probation and Parole for only three short years, 

Amber has become a leader in the office and very willing to 

take on new re – entry efforts for the district.  Her leadership 

was seen when she successfully mentored new officers in the 

district.  An example of her re – entry efforts can be found in 

the fact that she was one of the officers who piloted the first 

Thinking For a Change (T4C) class in Jefferson County.  She 

has consistently given 110% not only to ensure offenders 

obeyed their conditions of supervision, but also to assist        

offenders to succeed during their supervision. 

 

 

Submitted by: Evan Roach, District 17 Supervisor 

Spotlight on Reentry Staff 
Going Above and Beyond   

April 2015: Amber Ulanowski, District 17—Louisville  Probation and 
Parole 

Do you have a success story? Would you like to share it? If so, please 

contact the Offender Reentry Branch. 502-564-2220 or  

Email: Kerry.Mears@ky.gov or Melissaj.moore@ky.gov 
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Spotlight on Reentry Staff 
Going Above and Beyond April  2015: Tom Morriston,  
Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women (KCIW) 

Tom Morriston retired from the U.S. Army in December of 2000, after serving 22 years as a Military Policeman.  

Tom then worked for the U.S. Postal service for 5 ½ years before he was hired as a Classification and Treatment  

Officer at the Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women (KCIW) on May 16th, 2006.  Tom worked as a         

caseworker until April 2010 at which time he was selected and promoted to Reentry Coordinator for KCIW.  Tom is 

one of the original six Reentry Coordinators, created and funded by the “2nd Chance Act”.   
 
As Reentry Coordinator, Tom was instrumental in the development of the New Direction Program, a program       

offered to inmates who are 12 to 18 months from potential release from prison.  Tom now teaches that program to 

inmates at KCIW.  The program addresses and offers remedies for the many barriers offenders will face as they 

reenter society.   
 
Tom also performs a myriad of other tasks as a Reentry Coordinator, all related to assisting offenders prepare for 

their reentry into the community.  He assists inmates in finding suitable housing upon release, whether that is with 

the offender’s family, to a Transition or Half-Way House, of a Recovery Kentucky Center for Substance Abuse 

Treatment.  For those offenders being released on Parole or Mandatory Reentry Supervision (MRS) to another State, 

Tom submits the Interstate Compact Transfer request to the receiving State.  He assists those needing to obtain Birth 

Certificates and Social Security Cards which are held in Records and given to the inmate when they are released.  

Tom prepares and submits SSI of SSDI applications on the Social Security Web site for those that have serious   

medical or mental health issues; submits Parole Discharge Plans for all inmates eligible for release on Parole, MRS, 

Sex Offender Conditional Discharge (SOCD), Post Incarceration Supervision or the Home Incarceration Program 

(HIP); maintains a list of inmates who have HIV and coordinates treatment for them at a   clinic in the area to which 

they are released; and connects Veterans with a VA representative who comes to KCIW to meet with the Veterans 

and discusses any benefits they may have earned for their Military Service. 
 
Tom is also responsible for teaching a monthly Pre-Release Class which includes a 1.5 hour presentation on Shaken 

Baby Syndrome required to be presented to all offenders prior to their release.  He is responsible for managing 

Monthly Parole Board hearings for those inmates seeing the Parole Board face to face, as well as weekly Parole/

SOCD Violation Hearings. Tom completes the appropriate paperwork for inmates who are being released on HIP, 

MRS, Parole, SOCD, Post Incarceration Supervision and HIP. 
 
Tom attends all scheduled Reentry Meetings with the Reentry Branch Manager and Program Administrators and 

also volunteers to attend evening Family Engagement Sessions where ever needed in the Commonwealth. 
     
Finally, Tom enjoys his duties greatly as he helps the offenders embrace their “2nd Chance” and he is known by the 

inmates and KCIW Staff, as one who treats them kindly with dignity and respect while always being fair, firm and 

consistent.   
 
Submitted by:  Deputy Warden, Vanessa Kennedy (KCIW)  
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Families of the Incarcerated in Kentucky: 

 
Eastern Kentucky Family & Friends of the Incarcerated 

March 26, 2015 at 6:30 PM 

Homeless Veterans Transitional Housing 

152 Douglas Parkway, Pikeville, KY 

 

 

Northern Kentucky Family & Friends of the Incarcerated 

Catholic Charities 

3629 Church Street 

Covington, KY 41015 

Meets the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm 

Contact: David R. Phillips 859-581-8974 ext. 117 

 
 
Bluegrass Families of the Incarcerated 

National College 

2376 Sir Barton Way 

Lexington, KY  

Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm 

Contact: jamrnorton@gmail.com, 859-338-9821 (Jim), or 

sheknorton@gmail.com, 859-338-9820 (Sheryl) 

 

Central Kentucky’s Family & Friends of the Incarcerated & Convicted 

Cornerstone Church Of God 

120 Ruth Lane 

Elizabethtown, KY 42701 

Meets third Tuesday of each month from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Contact: Eva , Email: freedomministriesky@gmail.com; or Frank frank_anglin@yahoo.com 
 
 
Five County Family & Friends of the Incarcerated & Convicted 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

1930 Winchester Avenue 

Ashland, KY 41101 

Meets the first Tuesday of each month from 7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Contact:  Lynette, Email: lsmiller0819@yahoo.com 

 

Family Resources Engaging Ex-Offenders 

Living Hope Baptist Church  

1805 Western Avenue, Door M 

Bowling Green, KY 42104 (Go to the right, down the steps) 

Meets the second Thursday of each month at 6:00 pm 

Contact:  270-991-4556,George Hampton or Email: carol.hampton87@yahoo.com 

Covers Boone, Kenton, Campbell,         

Gallatin, Carroll, Owen, Grant, and      

Pendleton Counties 

Covers Fayette, Harrison, Scott, Franklin, 

Nicholas, Bourbon, Woodford, Anderson, 

Mercer, Boyle, Lincoln, Garrard, Jessamine, 

Clark, Powell, Madison, and Estill Counties 

Covers Breckinridge, Grayson, Hardin, 

Larue, Marion, Meade, Nelson and       

Washington Counties 

Covers Greenup, Carter, Elliott, Boyd, and 

Lawrence Counties 

Covers Butler, Edmonson, Hart, Barren, 

Metcalfe, Warren, Logan, Simpson, Allen 

and Monroe Counties 

Covers Johnson, Magoffin, Martin, Floyd, 

Pike, Wolfe, Owsley, Lee, Breathitt, Leslie, 

Perry, Knott, and Letcher Counties 
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Families of the Incarcerated in Kentucky: 

Proclamation of the Word Ministry’s 

Southeast Christian Church: Blankenbaker Campus in AT-109 

Louisville, KY 

Meets every Thursday at 7:15 pm 

Facilitators: Darryl and Tiffany Davis 

Contact:  proclamationoftheword@yahoo.com 

 

Greater Louisville Reentry Coalition of Family & Friends of the Incarcerated 

Meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at 6:30 PM 

New Legacy, 1115 Garvin Place, Louisville, KY 
Contact: Melissa—melissaamosjones@gmail.com 
 

 

 
ANY UPDATES, CORRECTIONS, QUESTIONS, ETC, PLEASE CONTACT THE  REENTRY OFFICE AT 502-

564-2220 OR EMAIL:  

 

KERRY MEARS—Kerry.mears@ky.gov  

STARLENE SMITH-WRIGHT—starlene.smith-wrigh@ky.gov  OR 

MELISSA MOORE—melissaj.moore@ky.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Updated: 2/20/2015 

Covers Jefferson County 

Covers Jefferson, Bullitt, Spencer, Shel-

by, Oldham, Henry, Trimble,  

Counties 
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Congratulations 24/7 Dads !!! 

    On November 10, 2014 Officer Adam Wofford and Officer Andria Vansickle, in cooperation with Kenton       

Corrections Inc., Paducah Community Center Halfway House Director Joe Steward started a 24/7 Dads class with 

12 fathers, and grandfathers. 

 

During the three months of classes, we hit a few bumps and snag as the fathers were challenged with weekly            

assignments, and classroom work. At the end of the class, 8 out of the 12 fathers/grandfathers stepped it up, and 

achieved what a few of them thought would be impossible. As facilitators we saw several of the men become better 

speakers, writers and build self confidence. 

 

On Saturday, February 7, 2015 Officer Wofford and Vansickle met with several of the clients and their families who 

spoke very highly of the program, and being able to see their loved one’s succeed and complete the program. 

 

On Monday, February 9, 2015 8 fathers successfully completed the program and graduated. The evening would not 

have been possible without the support of the Paducah Community Center halfway house staff and the use of their 

facility. During the graduation, guest speaker Brother Stan from the McCracken County Detention Center spoke 

about what it meant to be a father to a child, along with Mr. Phelps who emphasized that no matter the background 

you come from, you can be a loving, and caring father and overcome the obstacles that are placed before you. The 

night ended with everyone sharing in cupcakes and appetizers obtained by Officer Vansickle. 

Graduation and Guest Group photos: 

Back Row (L to R) - Officer Wofford, HWH Director Steward, J. Mercer, S. Grey, W. Redmon, L. McCain, J. 

Dukes, MCDC Brother Stan. 

Front Row (L to R) - HWH Supervisor Phelps, D. Lawson, M. Courtney, J. Arnold, Officer Vansickle 
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Pictured Above: Guest Speaker– 

Brother Dan 

 

 

Pictured Top Middle: Class Speaker- 

D. Lawson who received the “Most 

Improved Award” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Below: M. Courtney giving 

opening speech to the class and      

visitors. 

Pictured Above:  (L to R) 

T. Phleps and A. Vansickle 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Left: M. Courtney during    

Saturday Family Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Below: (L to R) Handing 

awards out—J. Arnold, J. Steward, 

ADS J. Utley, A. Vansickle  
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Mission Behind Bars and Beyond 

2nd Annual Reaching Individuals Behind and Beyond the Bars Conference 

On Saturday, March 14th, 2015  Mission Behind Bars and Beyond   

held their 2nd annual conference that had about sixty (60) people in 

 attendance at it’s faith-based conference in Louisville, Kentucky.  

The conference provided information on the ministry and offender  

reentry in Kentucky and were partnered with the Greater Louisville  

Reentry Coalition, National Benevolent Association (Disciples of  

Christ), Catholic Charities, Kentucky Council on Crime and  

Delinquency, Kentucky Department of Corrections and your faith  

community.  

 

A few of the topics that were discussed in the one day conference  

was: Jail Ministry: by Phil Hettich and Mike Layman, Deacons, Jail Ministry for Louisville Metro Detention Center;  

Prison Ministry: by Reverend Aaron Mobley, M.A.R., M. Div., Chaplain, Ky. Dept. of Corrections, Northpoint Train-

ing Center; Mentoring Programs: by Reverend Dean Bucalos and Mark JohnsonMission Behind and Beyond Bars; 

Collaborating with Families of the Incarcerated: by Melissa Hutchins, Training and Quality Assurance Coordinator, 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Kentuckiana;  and Grant Writing: by Brigid Adams, Program Director, Beacon Health 

Strategies. 

 

Everyone is affected by Reentry of Offenders, this type of conference assists in providing information on how with the 

communities involve-ment, we can achieve offender success, and  

reduce our recidivism rates of offenders returning back to jail or an 

institution. Offenderreintegration back into society is important,  

and having community support and resources is key in making 

them productive members after incarceration.  

 

If you are interested in learning more on Mission Behind Bars and 

Beyond: 

 
Mission Behind Bars and Beyond  
P.O. Box 22034 
Louisville, Kentucky 40252 
Contact: Dean Bucalos, Project Coordinator 
Phone: 502-396-3543 
MissionBehindBarsAndBeyond@gmail.com  

mailto:missionbehindbarsandbeyond@gmail.com
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OASIS         Serving: Daviess, Hancock, Henderson, McLean, Ohio, Union, and Webster Counties. 

Owensboro Area Shelter,  

Information & Services Inc. 

(270) 685-0260      

P.O. Box 315       

Owensboro, Kentucky 42302     

Www.oasisshelter.org         
 

Attention Community Providers   

OASIS is happy to announce a new facet of our Drug and Alcohol Treatment Program, which began on October 1, 2014. We 

have created a new area of services called, “Pregnant Women and Substance Abuse Treatment.” This program will address    

addiction issues as they relate specifically pregnant women. This is a six-week, in house drug and alcohol treatment program 

that will include individual and group counseling sessions along with case management services.  
 
If you have a client or patient who is pregnant, homeless, and has substance abuse issues, please feel free to refer her to this new, 

innovative program. OASIS is committed to provide quality, empathetic care to women who have experienced the impact of 

addiction, homelessness, and domestic violence. 
 
For more information regarding our program please feel free to contact Admissions—Counselor Kim Montgomery at 270-685-

0260. 

Daviess (270) 685-1764 

Henderson (270) 826-6212 

Ohio (270) 298-4485 

Webster, Union (270) 389-9906 

Outside Daviess Co. 1-800-88-ABUSE(22873) 



THE TOOL BOX: Staff  and Offender Newsletter     APRIL 2015  

“A SECOND CHANCE TO MAKE A FIRST IMPRESSION”          14                             1-877-INMATE 4 OR 1-877-466-2834 

 

www.secondchanceky.org 
 

Do you have a felony? 
 
Do you know someone with a felony? 
 
Do you or someone you know need assistance with employment, housing, 
education, meals, and other sources to be successful? 
 
Do you need a second chance? 
 
www.secondchanceky.org is a website dedicated to helping people over-

come obstacles in the pathway to success.  

If you have any comments, 

questions,  
suggestions, articles, etc. for the 

TOOLBOX, please email to:  

kerry.mears@ky.gov or 

melissaj.moore@ky.gov 

 
CONTACT       
INFORMATION 

http://www.secondchanceky.org
http://www.secondchanceky.org
mailto:kerry.mears@ky.gov
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Need Resources or         

Information? 
 

Check out our website:    
http://corrections.ky.gov/

reentry 
 

Click on “Pre-Release          

Community Resources” 

Need Information about the           

Affordable Care Act? Contact: 

KYNECT.KY.GOV 

Call Center:  

1-855-4kynect  

(855-459-6328) 
 

Insurance Agents and Kynectors:  

1-855-326-4650 

http://corrections.ky.gov/reentry/Pages/Pre-ReleaseCommunityResources.aspx
http://corrections.ky.gov/reentry/Pages/Pre-ReleaseCommunityResources.aspx
https://kyenroll.ky.gov/
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KENTUCKY RE-ENTRY COUNCILS 
 

Kentucky Reentry is made up of reentry task forces or councils throughout the state of Kentucky. The reentry groups 

do not provide services for ex-offenders, nor do they have reentry programs. They are made up of individuals and    

organizations networking together to share information and improve the reentry process. The members may be      

organizations and/or individuals that provide services and/or have interests in helping. Each group is focused toward          

ex-offenders coming back to their areas, the issues involved, and making their community safer.  

 

The basic purposes of each group are: 

 To address the current issues ex-offenders face 

 To develop a network of resources and service providers within their area 

 To communicate and advocate ex-offender issues to the community and their leaders 
 

Please visit the website: www.kentuckyreentry.org 

Also, visit us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyReentry 

https://www.facebook.com/louisvillereentry 

YOU HAVE A VOICE!! Want to use it? 
Interested in joining a Reentry Council in your area?  

Below you will find the Reentry Councils of Kentucky and their contact information. 

http://www.kentuckyreentry.org
https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyReentry
https://www.facebook.com/louisvillereentry

